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Student group threatens to boycott national survey 
Students at the UK's 19 top research-led universities are threatening to boycott the National Student Survey next year unless changes are made to the way it is structured. The Aldwych group, which represents student unions and guilds in the Russell group of institutions, has raised concerns over how the information is collected, the depth of the questions and the make-up of the survey's steering group. The NSS was carried out for the first time last year and the results were published in September. Conducted by the funding council, Hefce, and the National Union of Students, it gauged the opinions of 170,000 final-year students on all aspects of student life, from library facilities to tutor feedback. 
The Guardian

How does your law department measure up? 
For the first time students have had a chance to comment on the quality of their courses - and the results for law are surprising. While King’s College London is the law students’ favourite in “overall satisfaction”, the surprise is the college ranked at No 2 - Edge Hill College of Higher Education in Lancashire. Bottom of the satisfaction table comes the University of Surrey. The student feedback is the result of an initiative by the Higher Education Funding Council for England - the Government quango that funds higher education - called the National Student Survey. In the spring a 22-question survey was sent to all final-year students and 170,000, or 60 per cent, replied. Students were asked to rate the quality of the teaching, learning resources, assessment, feedback, academic support and organisation on their course. They were also asked to rate their personal development and overall satisfaction, all using a five-point scale. 
The Times

Almost 300,000 final-year students were sent the national student satisfaction survey in spring this year. More than 60 per cent responded from 141 higher education institutions in England, Wales and Northern Ireland.

The Higher Education Funding Council for England said this week that enough students had taken part in the study - 170,000 or 60 per cent of those polled - for the results to be "statistically reliable". 

The aim of the survey is to give applicants for 2006 more information about what students think of their course and institution. 

Students were asked to rate on a scale of one to five teaching quality, how good staff were at explaining issues, whether staff were enthusiastic and whether the course was intellectually stimulating. 

They were also asked to rate the organisation of the course, timetabling and the quality of university facilities. 

