Description of Assessment Criteria

	A+

A

A-
	     77+

74-76

70-73


	      I
	An excellent answer which displays outstanding grasp of the material. An original and creative piece of work that displays a deep familiarity with the underlying literature base, thorough comprehension, informed criticism and analytical skill. The candidate displays an excellent academic style in handling the relevant issues and enters into a serious dialogue with issues involved in the material.



	B+

B

B-


	67-69

64-66

60-63
	    II(i)
	A good answer that displays a good familiarity with the available literature, comprehension of all of the issues involved and evidence of independent criticism and analysis.  The work is well-researched, free from errors and all relevant points receive attention.



	C+

C

C-
	57-59

54-56

50-53


	   II(ii)
	A middle range answer that shows familiarity and comprehension of many of the salient issues but without a great deal of independent or critical ‘dialogue’ with the material.  The work may contain some errors, omissions and/or insufficiently well expressed ideas. The work does not show much evidence of much independent research or analysis.



	D+

D

D-
	47-49

44-46

40-43
	   III
	A poor answer which, whilst demonstrating an understanding of the basic issues involved (and hence deserving of a pass), is deficient in terms of the material covered and/or the level of comprehension.  The work may be insufficiently researched and there may be major errors and omissions.  The work may also be flawed by a very poor standard of expression.



	E

F


	35-39

0-34
	Non-

Honours Pass

Fail


	A Non-Honours pass answer which demonstrates insufficient evidence of comprehension or knowledge of the relevant subject matter for a pass at Honours level.  The work may well contain major errors and may represent a minimum degree, or a misdirection, of effort. The work is redeemable to Honours if attention is paid to some of the major deficiencies outlined above.  

A Fail indicates that the work has irredeemable errors or omissions and  needs to be repeated to achieve a pass standard     (at either an Honours or a Non-Honours pass standard)  




