BUSINESS AND THE ENVIRONMENT

	
	The UK Government is committed to the goal of sustainable development. This recognises that wealth creation, environmental enhancement and social progress must go hand in hand in order to ensure a better quality of life now and in the future. 

The main sections in this Information sheet are:

1 Government Policy

2 Industrial Pollution and Contaminated Land

3 Waste Disposal

4 Business Opportunities

5 Environmental Impact Assessment

6 Voluntary Measures by Business

7 Environment and Quality of Life

8 Advice and Support 



	
	Following the General Election in June 2001, responsibility for environmental issues has been transferred from the Department of the Environment, Transport and the Regions to the new Department for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA).

For more information see:

http://www.defra.gov.uk/environ/envfrm.htm
The Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) will continue to be responsible for helping business to exploit commercial opportunities arising from environmental enhancement. 

The UK domestic environmental market is projected to reach US$23 billion by 2010 – equivalent to annual growth of 6% per annum.

For more information see:
www.dti.gov.uk/sectors/environment.htm


	
	The agencies responsible for managing and regulating the water environment and for preventing and controlling industrial pollution and waste are:
Environment Agency for England and Wales (EA)

Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA)

Environment and Heritage Service (Northern Ireland)

The Environment Agency is the leading public organisation for protecting and improving the environment in England and Wales. EA regulates industry, maintains flood defences and water resources, and improves wildlife habitats. The agency also monitors the environment, and makes the information widely available.

Local authorities have wide-ranging environmental responsibilities, including noise and pollution control and waste regulation. They can suspend work at or close premises that breach environmental and/or health and safety regulations. These responsibilities are held by either county councils or district councils. In England where there is both a district and county council in the same geographical area, the district council has responsibility for the environment.



	1 Government Policy


	The UK Government is committed to encouraging sustainable development, reducing waste and environmental pollution.  As a party to the Kyoto Protocol on climate change, the UK is working, alongside its EU partners, to achieve a target for reducing emissions of greenhouse gases.  The Government also has an additional domestic policy goal to reduce carbon dioxide emissions by more.  The UK has, like some competitors, introduced measures to deliver its climate change commitments. 

The UK climate change programme is a mix of policies and measures to reduce emissions in all sectors of the economy.  Various measures address the need to reduce business emissions, including the climate change levy introduced in April 2001; (a levy on energy supply to business fully recycled in reduced employment taxation (employer National Insurance contributions) and energy support for business) and a domestic emissions trading scheme, planned for early 2002.  

More generally the Government recognises the need to set and raise environmental performance standards. They are currently working on regulating the use of electricity by equipment such as lighting, domestic appliances, motors, computers and electronic equipment.  These measures, along with others such as voluntary action and regulation, are designed to protect business competitiveness whilst achieving environmental objectives cost-effectively.


	2 Industrial Pollution and Contaminated Land
	Emissions from many industrial sectors (where the activity is carried out above a specified threshold) throughout the UK are regulated under a regime known as Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control (IPPC). IPPC applies to all ‘new’ and ‘substantially changed’ installations. All 'existing' installations will be brought under IPPC by 2007. Until then existing installations will be regulated under the previous regime of Integrated Pollution Control (IPC).


	
	Under IPPC, permit conditions are based on the use of 'Best Available Techniques' (BAT) which balances the costs to the operator against the benefits to the environment. Permits are issued on a site by site basis allowing local environmental conditions to be taken into consideration. IPPC aims to prevent emissions and waste production and where that is not practicable, reduce them to acceptable levels.



	
	Subject to certain capacity thresholds, IPPC applies to the following installations:

 Energy industries: power stations, gas refineries

 Production and processing of ferrous and non-ferrous metals

 Mineral industry: cement works, glass works

 Chemical industry: organic, inorganic, pharmaceuticals

 Waste management: landfill sites, incinerators.

 Other industries: paper and board, tanneries, intensive farming.



	
	On 1 April 2000 new contaminated land legislation came into force in England. The regime provides an improved system for the identification and remediation of contaminated land. This applies only to land causing unacceptable risks to human health or the wider environment, assessed in the context of the current use and circumstances of the land. Many land contamination problems are dealt with through development and planning controls and it is expected that this will continue. The new legislation provides a means to require the remediation of land where this is not already taking place voluntarily. Similar contaminated land regimes have been introduced in Scotland and Wales by the Scottish Executive and the National Assembly for Wales.

The new regime provides, for the first time, an explicit statutory definition of contaminated land, focusing on risks arising in the context of the current use and circumstances of land. It places specific duties on local authorities to inspect their areas to identify land falling within this definition and, where they do, to require its remediation in line with the ‘suitable for use’ approach. The regime also provides detailed rules for assigning liabilities for contaminated land, based on the ‘polluter pays’ principle.

Local authorities are the main regulators and will publish a strategy for inspecting their area in late 2001. The Environment Agency has specific roles under the new regime. It will be responsible for providing site-specific advice to local authorities, dealing with defined ‘special sites’ and monitoring and reporting on progress made.



	3 Waste Disposal
	Every business that produces waste must ensure that its waste is secure and properly described. A registered carrier or licensed contractor must be employed to take away waste for disposal or recovery and the waste itself must be dealt with by a licensed or exempt disposer or recycler.  
Any business that produces hazardous waste must notify the Environment Agency for England and Wales or the Scottish Environment Protection Agency, or the Environment and Heritage Service in Northern Ireland before sending it for disposal or treatment. These must take place in specialised licensed facilities. 



	4 Business Opportunities

	The mechanisms of the Kyoto Protocol should provide opportunities to companies to use business innovation and expertise in achieving emissions reductions where they are most cost-effective. The mechanisms should open up new and emerging markets (eg renewable energies) in new countries (developing countries through the Clean Development Mechanism, and developed countries and economies in transition through Joint Implementation). The mechanisms should help accelerate technology transfer. 

The DTI/DEFRA Climate Change Projects Office (http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/climateoffice/index.htm) has been set up to promote Clean Development Mechanism and Joint Implementation projects.

The UK Government is working closely with the private sector to identify such business spin-offs through the Advisory Committee on Business and the Environment (ACBE). It provides for dialogue between Government and business on environmental issues and aims to help mobilise the business community in demonstrating good environmental practice and management. It currently has 18 members from a wide range of business sectors. ACBE have reported on how business might contribute to the development of the flexible mechanisms outlined in the Kyoto Protocol to aid the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions and achieve sustainable development. ACBE were involved in the recent setting up of the DEFRA/DTI Climate Change Projects Office.  



	5 Environmental Impact Assessment
	An Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) must be carried out for any proposed development that would have a major environmental impact. The developer must collect and publish information about the development’s likely environmental effects. 

An EIA must be undertaken for oil refineries, power stations, chemical installations and many waste disposal installations. The local planning authority can decide whether an EIA is required for other processes such as mineral extraction, energy production, metals processing, and textile and paper manufacturing. 


	6 Voluntary Measures by Business
	The Government encourages industry-led programmes that tackle potentially damaging emissions at source through cleaner technologies, environmental product improvements and waste minimisation practices.

Envirowise and the Energy Efficiency Best Practice Programme help UK companies to become more competitive while reducing their impact on the environment. 

Environmental Audit

Environment Audits are in wide use:

 to measure performance;

 to check that a company is keeping to regulations before its ownership changes; and

 as an important management tool to regulate the operation of industrial facilities.

The Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment (IEMA), incorporating the Environmental Auditors Registration Association (EARA), provides advice on consultancies offering specialist auditing and other environmental services. The United Kingdom Accreditation Service (UKAS) provides a list of accredited environmental verifiers. 

Contact details:

Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment

St Nicholas House
70 Newport
Lincoln
LN1 3DP

Tel: +44 1522 540069

Fax: +44 1522 540090

Email: lincoln@iema.net
Website: http://www.iema.net

	
	United Kingdom Accreditation Service

21–47 High Street

Feltham

Middlesex 

TW13 4UN

Tel: +44 20 8917 8400

Fax: +44 20 8917 8500

Email: info@ukas.com
Website: http://www.ukas.com


	
	Environmental management systems

A number of UK companies are developing environmental management systems in line with standards such as ISO 14001 and the European Union’s Eco Management and Audit Scheme regulation (EMAS). Good environmental management can reduce costs, meet customer requirements, enhance public image, assist companies to conform to legislation, and – not least – make a positive contribution to the wellbeing and morale of employees. 



	
	Further information on ISO 14001 is available from:

British Standards Institution

389 Chiswick High Road

London 

W4 4AL

Tel: +44 (0) 20 8996 9000 
Fax: +44 (0) 20 8996 7400

Email: Info@bsi-global.com
Website: http://www.bsi-global.com


	
	The Market Transformation Programme is a project to develop a broad consensus amongst business, consumers, experts and other bodies on UK market trends, projections, priorities, scenarios and policy options for each of the main product sectors. The current position or Sector Review, as represented by information published on the Market Transformation Programme website at: www.mtprog.com informs Government policy decisions on new proposed specific measures and programmes.


	7 Environment and quality of life in the UK
	The goal of sustainable development in the UK is central to the Government’s environmental policy. In order to track and monitor progress towards this, a range of indicators is published relating to the environment and quality of life. These indicators can be found at:

www.sustainable-development.gov.uk
They include national, regional and local quality of life indicators including economic output, investment, employment, poverty and social exclusion, education, health, housing, crime, climate change, air quality, road traffic, water quality, wildlife, land use and waste.



	8 Advice and 

Support
	A wide range of environmental advice and support is available to business:

Envirowise is a government programme offering free, independent advice on practical ways to minimise waste and convert turnover into profit. Every year, the Envirowise Programme helps thousands of businesses across the UK improve profits. It has published more than 70 best practice guides and, in the last year alone, saved British businesses more than £125 million. It operates an Environmental and Energy Helpline providing up-to-date information to business on environmental issues, legislation and technology. 

Tel: 0800 585794 (from UK only)

Fax: +44 (0) 1235 433961

Website: www.envirowise.gov.uk
 

	
	Environment Agency for England and Wales
Rio House

Waterside Drive

Aztec West

Almondsbury

Bristol 

BS32 4UD

Tel: +44 (0) 1454 624400
Fax: +44 (0) 1454 624409

Email: enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk
Website: http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk



	

	Scottish Environment Protection Agency

Erskine Court

Castle Business Park

Stirling 

FK9 4TR

Tel: +44 (0) 1786 457700

Fax: +44 (0) 1786 446885

Email: publicrelations@sepa.org.uk
Website: http://www.sepa.org.uk


	
	Environment and Heritage Service

Mr Ray Bennett

Calvert House

23 Castle Place

Belfast 

BT1 1FY

Tel: +44 (0) 28 9025 4752

Fax: +44 (0) 28 9025 4700

Email: ray.bennett@doeni.gov.uk     

Website: http://www.ehsni.gov.uk

	
	Small Business Service: regional network providing

assistance to businesses on a range of issues including the environment. 

1 Victoria Street

London

SW1H 0ET
Tel: +44 (0) 845 600 9006

Fax: +44 (0) 845 606 1777

Website: http://www.businesslink.org


	
	Environment Business Forum of the Confederation of British Industry (CBI) focuses on policy and legislative developments.

Environment Business Forum

CBI
Centre Point

103 New Oxford Street

London 

WC1A 1DU

Tel:  +44 (0)20 7379 7400

Fax: +44 (0)20 7395 8054 
Email: andrew.dick@cbi.org.uk
Website: http://www.cbi.org.uk


	
	International Chamber of Commerce: co-ordinates international work on business and the environment. 

The International Chamber of Commerce

14–15 Belgrave Square

London 

SW1X 8PS

Tel:  +44 (0)20 7823 2811

Fax: +44 (0)20 7235 5447

Email: richardbate@iccorg.co.uk 

Website: www.iccuk.net 


	
	Industry Council for Packaging and the Environment (INCPEN): research organisation that studies the environment and social impact of packaging.

Industry Council for Packaging and the Environment

Tenterden House

3 Tenterden Street

London 

W1S 1TD

Tel:  +44 (0)20 7409 0949

Fax: +44 (0)20 7409 0161 
Email: info@incpen.org
Website: http://www.incpen.org


	
	Environmental Services Association (ESA): trade association for the waste management industry. Provides a range of advice and services as well as producing publications, a newsletter and a trade magazine, The Waste Manager.

Environmental Services Association

154 Buckingham Palace Road

London 

SW1W 9TR

Tel:  +44 (0)20 7824 8882

Fax: +44 (0)20 7824 8753  

Email: info@esauk.org
Website: http://www.esauk.org
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