File Thingie v. 1.41

File Thingie is a small file manager written in the programming language PHP. The first version was written for a friend who simply needed to give someone full access to a subdirectory on her server, but she didn't want to give out her FTP password.

After having forgotten about File Thingie for about a year Jonas asked me why it wasn't available from my website. I gave the old code an overhaul, added some new features and a new stylesheet. Presto. And after getting feedback from a handful of users a new version is out. Even more presto!

Features

We're talking about a small file manager, and it can do what all file managers can do. Only not as much. Features include:

· Upload of files (only the file types you specify of course).

· [Improved in v. 1.3] Creation of new files and subdirectories.

· Delete files/subdirectories.

· Rename files/subdirectories.

· [New in v. 1.4] Sort files by name, size or date.

· Move files within the designated working directory.

· Shows the source of HTML files (and PHP files depending on your configuration).

· Edit text, HTML/CSS and PHP files. 

· Easy customization to your own design due to pure CSS layout.

· [Improved in v. 1.4] Support for several languages. If your language isn't available it's easy to do the translation yourself.

Who is File Thingie intended for?

File Thingie was first intended for those who need to give an outside source access to a small part of their file system, but don't want to hand out FTP passwords. After rewriting the code I found another use, though. I'm way too lazy to start my FTP program every time I have to upload a small file. Usually I just have to show someone else a screenshot or something like that and then delete the file. By using File Thingie I just log in, click "upload" and that's it. I think it's much easier.

I know that people have other uses for it - more than I can mention here. If you are using File Thingie let me know - I'd love to hear all the different uses you've found for File Thingie.

Demonstration

The demonstration has been removed because people couldn't play nice

Download File Thingie

There are two versions of File Thingie available for download. One is the straight php file (recommended), but if you really want to you can download a zipped version of the same file.

· filethingie.php (58.4kb) (June 25th, 2003)

· filethingie.zip (15.3kb) (June 25th, 2003)

License

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-NoDerivs-NonCommercial license. In short that means that you cannot distribute derrivative works, and you cannot use File Thingie for commercial purposes. Please take time to read the full license. If you want to use File Thingie for a commercial work please contact me. The price of a commercial license is $15 US.

Notify

If you want to recieve an e-mail every time I release a new version of File Thingie (or when I released other scripts) you can type your adress in the field below and hit the button. If you have comments/bug reports or anything else you can contact me.
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Requirements

Naturally you need webspace with PHP access for File Thingie to work. If you don't know if your webspace supports PHP you should e-mail your host - they will know. File Thingie requires PHP version 4. I have only tested it as low as PHP version 4.1.2, but it should work with any 4.x version. If you experience any problems just contact me.

Oh, and you will need a browser as well. I haven't taken any special considerations for browsers with poor support for webstandards with this script. If File Thingie looks funky in your browser you're probably using an outdated browser. I can recommend Opera or Mozilla in case you want to get a newer browser.

I know for a fact that certain elements do not work in MSIE for Windows 5.5. I haven't tested it in MSIE 6, so I can't say anything about that. Issues in MSIE 5.5 include, but might not be limited to:

· No border drawn around empty cells (occurs with write protected files). This is because MSIE 5.5 doesn't support the CSS property 'empty-cells'.

· No visual feedback upon hovering the "rename" link. MSIE 5.5 doesn't support the :hover pseudo class properly.

· No visual feedback on the form elements for renaming. MSIE 5.5 doesn't support the CSS-2 Attribute Selectors
· No proper visual feedback for the "up" link in the menu. MSIE 5.5 doesn't support the &uArr; HTML entity

Language files

As of version 1.3 it is much easier to translate File Thingie into your own language. You can read more on doing your own translations and using the provided language files in the customization section.

Changelog

Changelog for version 1.41

· Option for allowing all file types for upload added.

· Fixed two typos that made some error messages not display.

· Fixed rare bug where users could delete files they weren't supposed to.

Changelog for version 1.4

· Added error_reporting (E_ALL ^ E_NOTICE); to avoid unnecessary error reports.

· Removed the "feature" of all lowercase file names. File and folder names are now case sensitive.

· Fixed bug that made saving edited files when a language other than English is used impossible.

· Improved support for files with single primes (') in the names.

· Reset button added when editing files.

· Added $disableMimeCheck to disable MIME checks.

· Added $htmlendings.

· Sort on file name, file size and modification date. Includes new setup value: $defaultSort.

· Changed languages so you can have several languages installed and choose which one to use when logging in. Includes new setup value: $defaultLang.

Changelog from version 1.2 to 1.3

· Added option for displaying logo.

· Added: Now shows the date for last change of file. Disable in setup.

· Language customization made easy.

· Added feature: Link to validate HTML/CSS files. Disable in setup.

· Added feature: Create new files.

· Added confirmation box when trying to delete a file. Thanks to stef
· Changed file permissions for uploaded files and new directories to 777.

· Added $CSS_menuWidth which contains the width of the menu.

· Added $allowedAlternate to accomodate MSIE's weird handling of Content Types.

Changes from version 1.2 to 1.21

· Fixed HTML typo. Thanks to Chris from somewhere out there.

· Fixed bug that allowed users to view files outside the designated starting directory.

Changes from version 1.1 to 1.2

· Fixed issue with renaming php files.

· Added comments to the stylesheet to make customization easier.

· Added text/xml to the list of allowed files.

· Added feature for moving files.

· Show Source function disabled for PHP versions lower than 4.2.0 because it doesn't work properly.

· <link> elements added for additional navigation.

· CSS customization made easier with the "Colours and fonts" section.

· Help file included.

Changes from version 1.0 to 1.1

· Fixed error message when trying to view source for files that don't exists.

· Fixed infinite loop when trying to log out. Thanks to Milos from the Czech Republic.

· Optimizations of the PHP code (show source feature).

· New feature: Edit txt, HTML and PHP files.

Installing File Thingie

The first step is naturally to download File Thingie. So go do that first. After you save the filethingie.php to your harddrive you need to configure it. Just open filethingie.php in any text editor. Notepad will do fine.

At the very top of the file you will find contact information for me, and information about the license. Please read the license - noone ever reads it. If you ask me for help I may give you a quiz on what's in the license. If you don't answer it correctly I will not help you (That was a joke).

The configuration options begin after the line that reads:
/* Setup information. Change as appropriate */.

$username = "USERNAME";
Change "USERNAME" to whatever username you want to use. If you want to use BartSimpson as your username the lines should be changed to $username = "BartSimpson";. The username is case sensitive!

$password = "PASSWORD";
Change "PASSWORD" to whatever you want your password to be. The password is case sensitive!

$dir = "test";
Change "test" to the subdirectory you want to File Thingie to work in. The path here is relative to the directory File Thingie is located in. Eg. if you want File Thingie to work in /public_html/subdirectory/ the file should be placed in /public_html/ and the line should be changed to $dir = "subdirectory";. If you want File Thingie to work in the same directory you should set $dir = ".";. There should not be a trailing slash.

$maxsize = 100000;
Change this to the maximum file size you want to allow for upload. The size is given in bytes.

$showphp = FALSE;
Change FALSE to TRUE if you want to allow the viewing of source for PHP files.

$edithtml = TRUE;
Change TRUE to FALSE if you want to turn off editing of HTML and CSS files.

$edittxt = TRUE;
Change TRUE to FALSE if you want to turn off editing of text files.

$editphp = FALSE;
Change FALSE to TRUE if you want to turn on editing of PHP files.

$converttabs = TRUE;
Change TRUE to FALSE if you don't want to convert tabs to spaces when editing files. In a browser it's easier to work with spaces than tabs (since the tab-key doesn't work in a text field).

$phpendings = array("php", "php3", "php4", "phtml");
A list of files percieved by File Thingie as PHP files. You probably don't have to add anything.

$htmlendings = array("htm", "html", "css");
List of HTML file endings. Used for security when editing, showing source and making W3C links.

$useimage = "none";
If you want File Thingie to display an image on all pages (a site logo perhaps) write the path to the image here. It is relative to the location of the filethingie.php file.

$dateformat = "Y/m/d G:i:s";
This handles what the date column looks like. You can see all the possible values at the PHP manual.

$showdatecolumn = TRUE;
A value of TRUE shows the date column. A value of FALSE disables it.

$showW3link = TRUE;
A value of TRUE shows direct links for validating HTML/CSS/PHP files at the W3C validators. A value of FALSE disables them.

$disableMimeCheck = TRUE;
TRUE disables check on MIME types. Only file endings are checked. Set to FALSE by default for security reasons. Setting this to TRUE allows for more flexibility and cross-browser support, but security is decreased.

$defaultSort = "name";
This is the default way files are sorted when you first log in. It can have three values: "name" sorts on file name; "size" sorts on file size; "date" sorts on the last modification time.

$defaultLang = "en";
The language code for the default language.

$allowedfile["jpg"] = "image/jpeg";
There is a long list of lines that looks like this. They represent all the different types of files allowed for upload. If you want to disallow a file type place two slashes (//) in front of the line (like it has been done with the two last lines). If you want to add more file types just add your own lines in this format: $allowedfile["FileEnding"] = "MIMEType";
$allowedAlternate["jpg"] = "image/pjpeg";
For some reason Microsoft Internet Explorer sends different MIME-types than every other browser for certain file types. These lines do the same as the $allowedfile ones only they have the weird Microsoft MIME-types.

After configuring the file upload it to your webspace. You can rename it to something else if you wish. After uploading the file you should CHMOD the directory you specified with $dir to 777. Otherwise File Thingie will not have permissions to upload files.. or permissions to do anything other than state Directory is empty often.

File Thingie is now ready to be used. Just type the URL into your browser and log in. If it's working you might want to check out how you can customize it. If not there's a help page.

Customizing File Thingie

One of the advantages of File Thingie is that it's very easy to customize for what you need. On this page I have gathered ideas and tips as to how you can customize File Thingie. The categories are:

· Colours and fonts
· Languages
· Tips and tricks
Colours and fonts

Where the setup section of the File Thingie ends the colours and fonts section begins. Look for the line called /* Start colours and fonts */. This section provides a quick way to change the (surprise, surprise) colours and fonts of File Thingie. The values are explained below.

$CSS_fontSize = "12px";
The default font size. Remember to always include the unit (in this example the px is a unit).

$CSS_fontFamily = "Verdana, \"Arial Narrow\", sans-serif";
This is a list of fonts used by File Thingie. If the first font can't be found the next one is used and so on. You should always end with a default font family (sans-serif or serif).

$CSS_bg = "#fff";
The background colour of the page. Only use hex values!

$CSS_fontColour = "#000";
The default font colour. Only use hex values!

$CSS_smallText = "10px";
The font size for small text. For example the text and links that comes after the file names in the listing and the rename / delete links.

$CSS_linkColour = "#039";
The colour on the file name links. Only use hex values!

$CSS_linkHover = "#9cc";
The background colour when hovering file name links. Only use hex values!

$CSS_errorColour = "#f00";
The colour for error messages. Only use hex values!

$CSS_okayColour = "#393";
The colour for okay messages. Only use hex values!

$CSS_tableHeaderBg = "#039";
Background colour for the table header and footer. Only use hex values!

$CSS_tableHeaderColour = "#fff";
The font colour for the table header and footer. Only use hex values!

$CSS_tableHeaderSize = "14px";
The font size for the table header.

$CSS_tableBg = "#fff";
The background colour for table cells. Only use hex values!

$CSS_tableBgAlt = "#cff";
Alternate background colour for table cells. Only use hex values!

$CSS_menuColour = "#000";
Font colour for the menu. Only use hex values!

$CSS_menuBg = "#9cc";
Background colour for the menu items. Only use hex values!

$CSS_menuHoverBg = "#cff";
Background colour for the menu items when hovering. Only use hex values!

$CSS_menuWidth = "60px";
The width of the menu links. You might want to increase this if you use long link names.

Languages

Below the colours and font section the language section begins. When you want to install a new language first scroll past all the lines that begin with $msg["en"]. These contain the language information for English.

The next step is to get the appropriate language file from below. Simply insert the information from the language file below the English language information.

To uninstall a language delete all the lines related to that language (for Danish you would delete all lines begining with $msg["da"]).

If a language isn't marked as [Updated for v. 1.4] there are some language information missing. The missing information is noted at the bottom of the file. I am always looking for people who are willing to help me keep these translations up to date.

· French translation
· Spanish translation (normal)
· Spanish translation (purist)
· Danish translation [Updated for v. 1.4]
· Finnish translation
· Italian translation
· German translation
Donations

While File Thingie is free of charge for non-commercial purposes rent and food are not free. And I'm a poor student in addition to that (not to mention that my girlfriend lives on a different continent). If you like File Thingie I wouldn't object if you send a small donation. It really does make the late nights working on File Thingie way more fun.

The PayPal account is not in my name so don't be scared off by the strange company name (it should be Silly Girl Inc.).
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If you donate I will show you how much I like you by putting a link to your site in the sidebar on the left. Just remember to put the URL in the comments field when you donate.

I can't get it to work!

If you have trouble getting File Thingie to work as you want it to first check the help that's included with File Thingie (click the "Help" link in the menu of File Thingie). If your answer isn't there check this page for a solution. If you're still having problems contact me and I'll try to help you personally. You don't even get that kind of service when you pay for it!

Help topics

· I can't rename nor delete files
· I can't log in
· I can't upload the files I want to
· I can't upload large files
I can't rename nor delete files

If you can see a list of files, but the rename / delete links aren't visible you have a problem with file permissions.

If you upload files or create directories via your regular FTP client you should always change the file permissions to 777. If you don't File Thingie will not have permission to rename nor delete these files/directories. This is a safety feature, not a bug. It is related to how the file system works and is not something I can do anything about.

I can't log in

If you can't log in first check that you are actually typing in the right username and password. I make this mistake all the time. Remember that usernames and passwords are case sensitive. USERNAME isn't the same as UserNaMe.

If you are actually typing in the right things you need to make sure that your browser is set up to recieve cookies. You can't log in to File Thingie unless you accept cookies. Fortunately all the browsers I've seen are set to accept cookies as a default behaviour.

If you still can't log in you have a really fishy problem. The most likely solution is that the PHP interpreter you're using isn't set up to use session cookies. To check make a file with the contents <?php phpinfo();?>. Save this as info.php and upload it to your server. Access this file in your browser and search for session.use_cookies. This value should be "on". If it's off send an e-mail off to your server administrator and tell him (and you can use my wording) that he's a stupid idiot and would he please turn this on.
I can't upload the files I want to

If you keep getting an error message when trying to upload files first check what the message says. The error message message will tell you two things:

1. The MIME-type of the file you're trying to upload.

2. The ending of the file you're trying to upload.

The second thing you check is whether this particular combination is in your list of allowed files. If you for example got the error that files with the ending .png and the type image/png weren't allowed you should look for one of these lines:$allowedfile["png"] = "image/png";or$allowedAlternate["png"] = "image/png";
If you don't have the file ending/MIME-type combination in your file add it.

If you continue to have problems check that the directory File Thingie is set to work in has been CHMOD'ed to 777.

I can't upload large files

If you have problems uploading large files the problem is most likely in the configuration of your server. The file limit you set in File Thingie is not the only limit. There are settings in php.ini that handle file uploads. For security reasons these superseed the settings in File Thingie.

That means that even though you set the limit in File Thingie to 10 megabytes you can't upload files that big unless the limits in php.ini are set to 10 megabytes as well.

The settings in php.ini are called:

· post_max_size

· upload_max_filesize

If you are not running your own server you should contact your server administrator and ask him about getting the limits raised.

Contact

All fields are required.

Top of Form

Name: [image: image13.wmf]

E-mail: [image: image14.wmf]

Subject: [image: image15.wmf]

Message: [image: image16.wmf]





 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image17.wmf]

send



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Submitbutton.1 [image: image18.wmf]S

end me some e-mail!


Bottom of Form

_1193861396.unknown

_1193861481.unknown

_1193861483.unknown

_1193861484.unknown

_1193861482.unknown

_1193861398.unknown

_1193861479.unknown

_1193861480.unknown

_1193861399.unknown

_1193861397.unknown

_1193861392.unknown

_1193861394.unknown

_1193861395.unknown

_1193861393.unknown

_1193861274.unknown

_1193861276.unknown

_1193861391.unknown

_1193861273.unknown

_1193861272.unknown

