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Part 2: Marking Tutor to complete

	This was a very good piece of work with which to start off your course, Jo-Anne.  You had evidently made excellent use of your sources and utilized them to good effect  to produce a high level of argument.  You displayed a good academic style and this enabled you to make your arguments with force and clarity.
You make the excellent point that ‘neutral, objective information’ may be difficult, if not impossible, to achieve in practice.  To buttress this argument, you point to a variety of factors such as political interests, information overload and so on.  It might have been worth exploring in more detail, however, how the very nature of the communication process almost inevitably means that the message that was transmitted is not the message that is received given that in a complex, differentiated society meanings may be attributed according to differences in education and even linguistic uses.  So the word ‘choice’, for example, may mean different things to different people and evoke different emotional response sets.  This is a factor to be considered before we start to consider the political and administrative overlays etc.

I was glad to see you refer to the seminal work of Osborne and Gaebler but I am not convinced that the point you make has the same force in the contemporary British political scene.  They are implying that bureaucrats will always reflect the interests of the fundholders – but this is less direct in the case of the British political system.  In any case, ‘consumerism’ is a much more marked perspective in the rhetoric of lest of recent governments across a whole range of fields (not least in higher education).
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