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Part 2: Marking Tutor to complete

	You had approached this first assignment in a very workmanlike way and I was pleased to see that you had evidently undertaken some of your own researches.  You had also taken pains to reference correctly and got this mostly right but there are just a few ‘tweaks’ that you need to learn (e.g. in-text citations need to be to the surname only)
On a substantive level, you were evidently very much aware of the potential to distort.  I think that you might have needed to consider whether it the ideal of ‘objective, neutral’ information is ever really achievable in practice, given what we know about filtering and encoding processes.  A point that occurs quite frequently is that governments may not directly tell known untruths – bit it is possible that the wrong impression may be conveyed through the selective use of statistics or the reporting of facts outside a context which would lead to a different impression being given.

I also got the impression that your essay tended to be a little repetitious in that you make essentially the same point in a number of different ways.  There may have been an opportunity to explore whether the Whitehall ideal of objectivity is actually been compromised by a culture of ‘special advisers’ and policy presentations which has been a feature of recent governments.
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