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Part 2: Marking Tutor to complete

	I could see that you had made very good efforts in this first assignment, Ben, to apply the concepts of the Shannon and Weaver model rigorously to examples from your place of work.  In this, you succeeded very well and I thought you showed a good understanding of some of the issues and limitations.  It might have been possible to have gone further than this and made the point that the Shannon and Weaver model started off its life as a model of telecommunications theory and whether it serves as a useful model for the more complex modes of human communication in today’s conditions is open to question.
Stylistically, you had acquired an amperdand (‘&’) in place of the normal word ‘and’ and it is best to nip this practice in the bud!  An example of where the use would be legitimate is to say, for example the ‘Shannon & Weaver model’ however.  In the case of ‘Wikipedia’ and similar sources, then the source ‘’becomes’ its own author so we could, for example refer to ‘Observer, The (newspaper)’ or in this case just Wikipedia.  It is conventional to state the date accessed as well (often on a blank lime such as [accessed:dd/mm/yy]

In an assignment of this type, you had chosen one particular deep and narrow focus but also showed some awareness of other issues (e.g. appearance of printed materials, size of sample etc.)  You make the very good point that whilst blatant untruths are not common, it is unfortunately the case that we all too often see examples of incomplete statistics, data quoted out of context. And so on.  Sometimes this can be ‘poor professional practice’ rather than a deliberate attempt to mislead – but the prevalence of a target-driven culture can account for much of the political context in which such (mis)communication occurs.
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