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Intercultural differences in e-learning styles of European business students

Modern European societies now make extensive use of ICT to facilitate the learning process.  However,  there is a tension between the use made of technology by the individual (perhaps, isolated) student and the potential for e-learning utilised in a more interactive way through virtual learning environments and the like.

This paper reports on the results of a questionnaire distributed to business students in three differing European societies (UK, Spain, Czech Republic).  Data was gathered on the time spent using ICT tools to research assignments as well as tapping some overall perspectives on orientations to study in the modern university.  Some of the continuities and discontinuities revealed by the survey will be discussed.
Expansion of higher education in all European societies has, in part, been facilitated by the rapid adoption of e-learning technologies.  Considerable research attention has been focused upon the possibilities afforded by the new technology including (but not confined to) virtual and managed learning environments in university systems.  At the same time, disquiet has been expressed concerning the instrumentalism demonstrated by the new student community in which the learning process has been modified into the successful acquisition of units (module grades) which contribute to the gaining of a ‘good’ ultimate grade to enhance opportunities in the labour market upon graduation.  This intercultural survey may serve to demonstrate whether this instrumentalism is culturally specific or more widely shared in a variety of European societies.
