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The role of e-Learning in accelerating part-time student progression
Higher education is increasingly being called upon to meet the needs of a variety of student populations. The traditional student body is largely comprised of the rising number of 18+ students who are entering higher education as participation rates rise over 40% but there are several other potential student groups derived from those in need of mid-career updating or professional enhancement.

The University of  Winchester has been proactive in designing and delivering some innovative courses in which the needs of these new professional groups are met.  Case studies will be presented of two of these particular courses (a Foundation Degree in Public Services Information Management, a Nurse Prescribing Certificate course) in which e-learning has helped to deliver traditional curricula in unconventional time-periods.  It can be problematic to slot such courses into the traditional semesterised and modularised model – the case studies will explore how the course designers overcame some of these difficulties.
The role of e-learning in underpinning these innovative courses will be explored and wider lessons explored for courses which cater for these professional groups. In particular, an examination will be made of the ways in which e-learning can cater for emerging communities of practice and the maintenance of active learning networks.
